7th & 8th Grade Orchestra

Course Outline for 2019-2020
Mrs. Tracey Ingerick (Full Year Course)


Orchestra is a graded, credit-bearing course open to all students who possess a working knowledge of stringed orchestral instruments (Violin, Viola, Cello, or Bass).  The class meets every other day for 40 minutes.  Students may enter the course at anytime during their Middle School experience.


Course Objectives include understanding and performance of a variety of music, building a group/”team” relationship, developing positive self-image through performance, and allowing each student individual and group musical success.  In addition, reading and physical coordination are strengthened, emotion and expression are enhanced (musicality), and positive group interaction fosters musical growth.


Teacher Approach is primarily based on modeling and group interaction exercises.  Individual difficulties will be addressed through etudes in lessons.  Students will be encouraged to use independent thinking.  Students will be able to experience success the first time we play through a piece by combining hierarchical lesson structure, specific etudes, sectional work, and attention to musical details.


Student Grading is based on individual participation.  This includes:

Lesson Attendance = 40%

Technique/Assignments = 10%

Projects = 10% Each

Playing Exams = 15%

Concerts/Orchestra = 25%
Students will be given extra credit for participation in extra-curricular music activities.

Lessons, also 40 minutes long, are held only once a week based on a rotating schedule.  This schedule is used so that students only miss one particular class every six weeks.  If a student misses a lesson, he or she is responsible for making up that lesson before the end of the marking period.  One “free” lesson is allowed per marking period.  Lessons must be made up, as they are steps for individual growth and improvement.  Solo and ensemble playing are stressed in this program.  Technique, tone, musicality, and sight-reading are developed through scales, method book study, solos, various exercises, and orchestral music study.

Students are expected to practice a minimum of 40-60 minutes a week.  This time should be spent on orchestra music, solos, scales, and method book study.

Required Events include the annual Winter Concert, Spring Concert, Spring String Fling Thing, Darien Lake, and Eighth Grade Graduation.  Extra-curricular events may include 
Star Shine, NYSSMA Solo & Ensemble Competition, and other ensemble opportunities such as All-County Festival or Area All-State.


